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SPRING 2013  

As the “Families Celebrating Faith” 
gatherings are about to begin, we might 
be asking ourselves, “why attend?” Here 
are three reasons: 

1. A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
TO GROW IN OUR FAITH 

One reason lies in the simple truth that 
when it comes to developing and living 
our faith, there is no adequate substitute 
for the family.  All of us seek healthy 
models of faith; models from which we 
draw strength and guidance.  

From children to grandparents, all family 
members model faith to one another and 
all family members benefit from 
witnessing the faith of others.  This idea is 
captured by the National Directory for 
Catechesis: “Family members learn more 
of the Christian life by observing each 
other’s strengths or weaknesses than by 
formal instruction.  Their shared wisdom 
and experience often constitute a 
compelling Christian witness.” In these 
gatherings, we will observe families 
sharing faith. 

2. OUR LIVES NEED A STABLE 
FOUNDATION 

Along similar lines, every family and each 
member face constant challenges.  It is 
natural that each of us develops questions 
about the appropriate ways to handle 
those challenges.  The gatherings offer 
individuals of every age something to help 
us address these faith-related and realistic 
questions. 

For example, faith-based activities will 
help children as faith is first being 
introduced to them.  Breakout sessions 
for middle school kids and teenagers - age 
groups who encounter questions through 
considering the behaviors and attitudes of 
their friends - will focus on the Nicene 

Creed.  Adults and seniors will be able to attend a 
breakout session coordinated by the keynote speaker 

3. WHAT BETTER SOLUTION THAN FAITH? 

Still another reason deals with faith in general.  Most 
everyone realizes there is no magic pill that simply erases 
our problems or difficulties.  There are many ways to 
deal with everyday challenges (e.g., self-help, wishful 
thinking, etc.). Jesus has already proven to be the only 
real answer by his willingness to enter into a relationship 
with us, becoming a servant for our sake and going to the 
Cross for us. 

Such truths sustain us more than anything else.  These 
gatherings are intended to be formative experiences that 
help families better understand the concept of “domestic 
church”. And the family living as a domestic church is 
proof that Christianity changes lives for the better. 
Perhaps this is why the Christian family often stands out 
in our society like a healthy person would stand out 
among a group of unhealthy people. 

Come to these gatherings to witness your faith, and to 
benefit from witnessing the faith of others. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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see page 3. 

from the “Families Celebrating Faith” Committee 
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Families Celebrating Faith: Three Locations 

Sister Barbara Jean Visits Women’s Days  

  

June 8, 2013  

St. Michael's Church 

Register by June 1 

2230 Highland Road, Hermitage, 
PA  16148 
Keynote Speaker: Fr. Thom Danscak 

  

June 22, 2013  

St. John the Baptist Cathedral 

Register by June 15 

210 Greentree Road, Munhall, 
PA  15120 
Keynote Speaker: Fr. Ed Cimbala 

  

July 13, 2013:  

St. Mary's Church 

Register by July 6 

803 Somerset Avenue, Windber, PA 
15963 
Keynote Speaker: Fr. Thom Danscak 

To Register: 

 

Donation - $15/person, $25/
family 

 

Office of Religious Education 

3605 Perrysville Avenue,  

Pittsburgh, PA  15214 

 

Via email: 
mdobos1@gmail.com 

By phone: 412-322-8773 

 

Registration deadlines: 

Hermitage: June 1 

Munhall: June 15 

Windber: July 6 

 

There will be Sisters attending each of the 
Family Days. 

Sister Barbara Jean has been busy this spring participating in 

Women’s Days throughout Southwestern Pennsylvania. 

On Sat., April 20, Sister attended the 10th annual Day of Re-

flection for Women, which was held at the social hall of St. Elias 

Church, Munhall, Pa.  The event was sponsored by the Office of 

Religious Education and featured a number of presenters includ-

ing: JoAnn Paradise, a well-known retreat director and a nation-

al consultant for Our Sunday Visitor; Ann Rodgers, an award-

winning religion reporter for the Pittsburgh Post Gazette; and, 

Helene E. Paharik, an associate general secretary for the Dio-

cese of  Pittsburgh and the diocesan director of the Department 

of Human Dignity.  

On Thurs., May 16, Sister Barbara Jean represented the Sisters 

of St. Basil at Women’s Day at Penn State - Fayette, the Eberly 

Campus.  This annual event provides information on attractions 

and services in the area and offers workshops throughout the 

day. 
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79th Annual Pilgrimage, Aug. 31 & Sept. 1 

Members of the Pilgrimage Committee 

recently met at the monastery at Mount 

St. Macrina to plan the 78th Annual 

Pilgrimage in honor of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help. The committee agreed 

that  the theme for this year would be 

Theotokos, Steadfast Foundation of Faith. 

The Sisters of St. Basil are in continuous 

preparation for the Pilgrimage. As in 

previous years, the Sisters will welcome all 

those Pilgrims who come from distant 

places whether by cars, vans, buses, or 

airplanes.  They will continue to welcome 

those who come early and camp on the 

race track, or stay at Trinity Center.  Light 

fare will be available at the Lunch Stand 

on Friday evening.  Liturgical prayers will 

begin Friday evening.  Enrichment 

sessions for all ages occur Saturday and 

Sunday.   

 

Plans for the weekend include many 

opportunities for participation in the 

Divine Liturgy of the Byzantine Catholic 

Church.  Also scheduled are Matins, 

Vespers, the sacrament of reconciliation, 

healing and anointing services, and other 

services in honor of the Mother of God.  

In between scheduled events, pilgrims 

find solace in walking the beautiful 

grounds of Mount St. Macrina, visiting 

the many shrines, and enjoying the 

companionship of family and friends who 

share a common purpose. 

The Pilgrimage provides for the diverse 

spiritual needs of many pilgrims who 

frequent this major unifying event in the 

life of the Byzantine Catholic Church.  Its 

participants include clergy and faithful 

from across the country.  It holds the 

distinction of being the oldest and the 

largest Byzantine Catholic Pilgrimage in 

the United States. 

July 8-24, 2013 are the dates of the Tenth 

General Chapter of the Sisters of the Order 

of St. Basil the Great.  The General Chapter 

will be held in Rome. 

During the course of the meetings, the par-

ticipants will hear reports from the General 

Administration and from the Major Superi-

ors. These reports serve to provide a broad 

picture of the state of the Order. 

Aside from this, the basic work of the Chap-

ter is to consider proposals and recommen-

dations submitted by the membership at 

large; to review the documents of the Order 

and to propose and approve any needed 

changes and to develop a Vision Statement 

for the future. These activities help give di-

rection to and precede the election of the 

General Superior and four General Counci-

lors. 

As this Chapter will take place during the 

Year of Faith proclaimed by Pope Benedict 

XVI, all are called to “keep our eyes fixed on 

Jesus, who inspires and perfects our faith…”  

It is in a spirit of faith that we pray daily to 

the Holy Spirit, to the Mother of God, and to 

our holy patrons, St. Basil and St. Macrina, 

for guidance for all who will participate in 

this event.   

Those attending the Chapter from Our Lady 

of Perpetual Help Province are: Sister Sera-

phim, Provincial; and delegates Sister Jean 

Marie Cihota, Sister Susan Sisko and Sister 

Margaret Kapusnak. Sister Sylva Burnett, 

alternate delegate, will serve as one of the 

secretaries for the Chapter. 

Please join the Sisters in prayer that the Holy 

Spirit of God permeates all of our time to-

gether with a spirit of peace, joy, and thanks-

giving and to bless all of our work with fruit-

fulness for our mission and ministry in the 

world. 

Basilian Sisters Meet for 

10th General Chapter 
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Upcoming Events 

June 8         Families Celebrating Faith, St. Michael Church, Hermitage, Pa. 
                     Osteoporosis Research Fund-Raising Walk and Health Fair  
  Mount St. Macrina, 9:00 a.m. –  12:00 p.m. 
  
June 14        Mount Macrina Manor Benefit Golf Outing, Nemacolin Woodlands Resort 
 
June 22 Families Celebrating Faith, St. John the Baptist Cathedral, Munhall, Pa. 
  
July 9- 24     General Chapter of the Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great, Rome 
  
July 13          Families Celebrating Faith, St. Mary Church, Windber Pa. 
  
July 21          Afternoon of Recollection offered by Sister Barbara Jean, OSBM   
  Shrine of Our Lady of Mariapoch, Burton, Ohio 
  
July 29-  
August 2  Sisters' retreat at the Mount led by Father Marcus Gomori 
  
August 4       Jubilee Celebrations at the Mount 
  
August 5-7    Sisters Community Meetings and more Jubilee Celebrations 
  
August 17    Pilgrimage Preparation with Volunteers. If you are a member of a group who would   
  like to volunteer, we have other dates available.  Call 724-438-7149 for further  
  information. 

Recently, the Sisters of St. Basil the Great dis-

cussed vocations on an episode of “How Is God 

Calling You?” The program originally aired on the 

Catholic Television Network of Youngstown, Ohio. 

A DVD of the program is available for free by con-

tacting Sister Barbara Jean Milhalchick, OSBM, 

Mount St. Macrina, 510 West Main Street, P.O. Box 

878, Uniontown, PA 15401-0878.  You may also 

email Sister at vocations@sistersofstbasil.org or 

call her at 724-438-7149.  A small donation to cover 

shipping costs would be appreciated. 

The DVD is about 25 minutes in length and is good 

for parish or youth groups. 

How Is God Calling You? - DVD Available 
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Corporate Reflection Week 

  

Pope Francis Frees the Doves 

  
Two doves owed their freedom to Pope 

Francis on Wednesday after he plucked them 

from their cage and released them to soar 

over a crowded St Peter's Square. 

As he toured the plaza in his open-topped 

popemobile during his weekly audience with 

the public, someone in the crowd thrust a 

birdcage in his direction containing two 

white doves. 

Appearing somewhat puzzled, his security 

detail took the cage and held it up it to Fran-

cis. 

The pope opened the cage's door, took out 

one of the doves, and set it flying over the 

square. 

It took a while longer to take out the second 

bird, which briefly perched on Francis's arm 

before flying away. 

From Associated Press 

All of the Sisters gathered for a Corporate Reflection Weekend at the monastery 

April 26-28.  It was a joy to have everyone present, including Sisters from Phoenix, 

St. Petersburg, Erie, Wilkes-Barre, Pittsburgh and Las Vegas, the cities where the 

Sisters serve presently. 

The program began Friday evening with an update session with Patti Benford, Ad-

ministrator of our nursing home, Mount Macrina Manor. 

Saturday began with Matins and Divine Liturgy served by Very Rev. John Petro who 

led the morning program on the topic of prayer. 

The Sisters spent the rest of the weekend visioning for the future. The ideas they 

generated will be the focus of further discussions in August when they meet again 

before the Pilgrimage. 

The spirit was peaceful and joyous as the Sisters met and also celebrated the com-

memoration of the Samaritan Woman in their communal prayer. Sister Seraphim, Provincial, speaks with the Sisters 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7D5bsORx8_OhDM&tbnid=fS-jnhLNJf7ogM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theblaze.com%2Fstories%2F2013%2F05%2F15%2Fheres-what-pope-francis-did-when-pilgrims-gave-him-doves


Saints, Scriptures & Solemnities 

Phone: 724-438-7149 
Fax: 724-438-8660  
E-mail: sbjm45@yahoo.com 

Sisters of St. Basil the Great 

www.sistersofstbasil.org 

Mount St. Macrina 
500 West Main Street 
Uniontown, PA  15401 

 

 

 

 

Mark  Your Calendar 
79th Annual Pilgrimage 

In Honor of  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Mount Saint Macrina 

August 31 & September 1, 2013 

Volunteers Needed 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrimage preparations have started on the grounds of Mount 

St. Macrina.  Volunteers are needed during the summer for 

various projects., especially on  Sat., Aug. 17. If you have an 

interest, please contact the Sisters at 724-438-7149. 

Thank you in advance and we hope to see you here!   

June 9 
3rd Sunday After Pentecost 
Rom 5:1-10 
Mt 6:22-34 

 
June 16 
4th Sunday After Pentecost 
Rom 6:18-23 
Mt. 8:5-13 

June 23 
5th Sunday After Pentecost 
Rom 10:1-10; Mt 8:28-9:1  

 

June 24 
Birth of St. John the Baptist 
Rom 13:11-14:4 
Lk 1:5-25, 57-68 & 76-80 

 

June 29 
Peter and Paul 
Prime Apostles 
2 Cor 11:21-12:9 
Mt 16:13-19 

 
June 30 
6th Sunday After Pentecost 
Synaxis of the Twelve Apostles 
Rom 12:6-14; Mt 9:1-8 

 
July 7 
7th Sunday After Pentecost 
Rom 15:1-7; Mt 9:27-35 
 

July 14 
Sunday of the Fathers of the Six 
Ecumenical Councils 
1 Cor 1:10-18; Mt 14:14-22 or 
Heb 13:7-16; Jn 17:1-13 
 

July 20 
Elijah, Great Prophet 
James 5:10-20 
Lk 4:22-30 
 

July 21 
9th Sunday After Pentecost 
1 Cor 3:9-17 
Mt 14:22-34  


