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There was an atmosphere 
of joy and celebration as 
the members of the 
General Chapter gathered 
in the Chapter hall to 
prepare for the installation 
of the new General 
Administration. Bearing 
their lighted candles, the 
Sisters and past 
administration led Sister 
Dia Stasiuk, General 
Superior;  Sister Lydia 
Anna Sawka, Vicar; and 
Councilors, Sister Mariela 
Rotzen, Sister Daniela 
Stefkova and Sister  

 

Nazariya Mykhaylyuk into 
the Chapel for Vespers. 

The installation took place 
before the singing of “O 

Sister Miriam Claire, past 
General and her Council 
handed over the symbols 
of office to Sister Dia and 
her Council.  Sister Miriam 
Claire offered words of 
support, fidelity and love to 
the incoming administration 
with an assurance of the 
prayers of all. No 
significant celebration in 
the Order is complete  

Joyful Light,” during which 
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Inside this issue: 

without gifts and flowers, 
and these were lovingly 
presented to the newly-
elected General Superior 
and her Council. 

Since God chose to place 
the seal of approval on this 
joyful gathering with rain 
and thunder, the banquet 
which followed took place 
under the protection of the 
covered part of the 
courtyard rather than in the 
courtyard proper. 
Nonetheless, there was no 
dampening of spirits in the 
festivities. 

The Chapter body pictured with the new administration 
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Sincerely in the Lord Jesus, 

Sister Seraphim Olsafsky, OSBM 
Provincial 

Glory to Jesus Christ!  

 

Dear Friends, 

 

We have cherished every ministry in which we have been privileged to serve throughout our history.  We 
acknowledge that our ministries of Pilgrimage and caring for the elderly have had a special place in our 
hearts and have been a distinct focus of our collective attention since our beginning.  We prudently evalu-
ate and make improvements so that these ministries may continue to bring blessings and grace to all 
whose lives are touched by them. 

These improvements can take many forms: from the basic equipment replacement projects, to interior 
renovations to full scale building construction.  Often we have dreams that are beyond our means to ac-
complish, or involve risk that we could not prudently undertake.  When we dream, we ask the Spirit of 
the Lord to move through our discernment so that the plans we make are reasonable, practical, and with-
in our financial means to accomplish.   

One of the projects currently consuming much of our time and attention is Mount Macrina Manor, our 
skilled nursing facility.  The Manor is the only Catholic long term care facility in Fayette County and proudly 
boasts a fine reputation for its “Commitment to Care”.  Time has taken its toll particularly on the me-
chanical systems, as well as other areas in need of renovation and refurbishment.  It is our sincere hope 
that with the prayer and assistance of our generous benefactors, we can accomplish these much needed 
renovations. 

Another area of concern for us is the Pilgrim Houses, which were used for our annual Pilgrimage until a 
few years ago.  We hope to upgrade the restroom facilities, replace the windows, and renovate the first 
floor.  Our goal is to provide accommodations for the physically challenged during the Pilgrimage. 

More information regarding these projects is included in this issue of In Touch. 

Economic restrictions have severely limited the scope of both of these projects, but we are confident in 
our gracious and generous God and His protective Mother, who have blessed these ministries over the 
years and have never abandoned us in our need.   

As always, we acknowledge that through your faithful and generous support we have been able to main-
tain the sacred and peaceful beauty of Mount St. Macrina.  May the gentle breath of God’s Spirit continue 
to move through your hearts.       
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79th Annual Pilgrimage in Honor of  
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

The weekend weather 
forecast was not promising, 
but Labor Day weekend 
turned out to be a lovely 
weather weekend for the 
79th Annual Pilgrimage in 
Honor of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, August 31 & 
September 1. 
Thousands of pilgrims came 
to the Mount for this annual 
and beautiful religious 
experience, which has 
become a long time family 

tradition for so many faithful 
Byzantine Catholics.  
In addition to pilgrims who 
came from Southwestern 
Pennsylvania, many came from  
far away places including 
California, Canada and Slovakia 
- just to name a few of the 
distant locations. 
In addition to enjoying the 
beauty of Mount Saint Macrina, 
those who came to participate 
in the Pilgrimage experienced 
many beautiful services and 

spiritual activities all focused 
on the theme: “Theotokos, 
Steadfast Foundation of 
Faith”.  Throughout the 
weekend, Pilgrims attended 
Divine Liturgies, candlelight 
processions,  enrichment 
sessions and other inspiring 
services.  There were also 
activities for children and 
teens, including the very 
popular Children’s Procession 
on Sunday afternoon that was 
very well attended by so 
many children and their 
families.  
Every year, pilgrims leave the 
Pilgrimage  feeling refreshed 
in mind, body and spirit and 
look forward to their next 
visit to the Mount.   
As Sister Seraphim Olsafsky, 
Provincial said, “Your 
presence lights up this mount, 

and the shadow casts a 
peaceful glow over Mount St. 
Macrina throughout the 
year.” 
In 2014, the Sisters will 
celebrate the 80th Annual  
Pilgrimage. Please be sure to  
mark your calendar for  
August 30-31. 
The Pilgrimage has been held 
each year 

 issued by Pope Pius XI, March 
25, 1935.  Pope Pius XI gave 
the Sisters of St. Basil a 
beautiful Icon of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, requesting 
them to spread devotion to 
the Theotokos under that 
title.  
See photo coverage on pages 
6 & 7. 

Theotokos, Steadfast Foundation of Faith 

following a decree
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Sun., Aug. 4 was a day of 
gratitude and celebration 
for the Sisters of St. Basil 
at Mount St. Macrina in 
Uniontown, Pa.:  gratitude 
for the four Sisters 
celebrating their Golden 
Jubilee of religious life and 
celebration of their 
combined 200 years of 
ministry in our Byzantine 
Catholic Metropolitan 
Church. 

The Divine Liturgy of 
Thanksgiving was 
concelebrated by Very 
Rev. Archpriest John G. 
Petro and Very Rev. David 
Hannes. A host of family 
and friends joined the 

community in honoring the 
four Jubilarians, Sister 
Margaret Ann Andrako, 
Sister Sylvia Burnett, Sister 
Susan Harvey and Sister 
Barbara Jean Mihalchick. 

Mercy was the key word 
Father Petro focused on in 
his homily. It was a word 
that we kept hearing over 
and over from Pope 
Francis at the World Youth 
Day in Brazil.  Mercy is 
another way of expressing 
God’s loving kindness and 
compassion. In their lives 
as teachers, 
administrators, spiritual 
directors, religious 
education coordinators; in 

whatever ministry they 
were engaged, God’s 
mercy came to those to 
whom they ministered 
through their hands, their 
hearts, their words. All of 
us are called to do the 
same, to be vessels of 
mercy, pouring out God’s 
love and compassion to all.   
In closing, Father John 
again borrowed from Pope 
Francis’s advice: “Don’t 
take yourself seriously; it’s 
not about you; it’s about 
Jesus.” Father noted that 
the Jubilarians have taken 
the above quote to heart 
and lived it out over the 
span of these 50 years.  

BASILIAN SISTERS CELEBRATE  
JUBILEES, ANNIVERSARIES 

At the festive dinner 
following the Divine Liturgy, 
Sister Elaine Kisinko spoke 
admirably of the Jubilarians 
in the following tribute:  
Sister Margaret Ann, Sister 
Sylvia, Sister Susan and 
Sister Barbara Jean can be 
thought of as a quartet who 
in their dedicated lives of 
consecration to our Lord 
have brought the beautiful 
music of blessings in ways 
beyond measure and to 
people beyond counting. At 
times they were together, in 
the same place, sharing 
prayers, study, ministry and 
community. Other times 
saw them many miles 
apart, sometimes even in 
the circumstances of 
playing a solo part of the 
quartet. They have taught 
or been principals of many 
elementary schools in 
parishes of the Byzantine 
Catholic Metropolitan 
Province. The miles they 
traversed in both Europe 
and America would be a 
number envied by any 
frequent flier and would 
probably win a prize from 
the American Automobile 
Association. 

From being unofficial 
nurse’s aides at Maria 
Manor in Ebensburg, Pa. 
(where you learned while 
on the job!) while being 
students at Mt. Aloysius 
College, to pastoral and 
parish ministry, to the 
eparchial offices of 
Religious Education, to 
retreat work and spiritual 

Pictured above are Jubilarians (left to right) Sister Susan Harvey, Sister Mar-
garet Ann Andrako, Sister Sylvia Burnett and Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchick. 
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direction, to working in 
chanceries, directing 
Basilian Associates, 
serving in the 
administration in the  

Province, in the Generalate 
of the Order and at the 
Byzantine Catholic 
Seminary, all the way to 
cemetery and bereavement 
ministry, it can be safely 
said that they have done it 
all. Moreover, they did it 
with all of the grace, 
generosity and capability 
befitting every Sister of St. 
Basil. 

Our Jubilarians continue to 
play in the harmony and 
diversity of consecrated 
women – each one active, 
enthusiastic and committed 
to the ministry and people 
she serves. Fifty years 
used to be a long time mile 
marker – but not anymore 
as both Sr. Margaret Ann 
and Sr. Susan stand 
poised in the beginnings of 
new places and 
challenges. Sr. Sylvia 
continues to unravel the 
mysteries of broken 
marriages in her tribunal 
work, and Sr. Barbara Jean 
currently serves as director 
of programs at the House 
of Prayer at Mount St. 
Macrina as well as 
directing and speaking to 
both individuals and 
groups. 

Sr. Margaret Ann’s home 
parish is St. Eugene 
Church in Bedford, Ohio. 
Her ministry journey has 
taken her to parish 
schools, to Religious 
Education in the 

Archeparchy and Passaic 
Eparchy, to organizational 
work in the Van Nuys 
(Phoenix) Eparchy, to 
director of the House of 
Prayer, Assistant Provincial 
and councilor, and past 
administrative assistant at 
Byzantine Catholic 
Seminary. Ohio. Sr. 
Margaret Ann has 
accepted a position as 
administrative assistant at 
Central Catholic High 
School in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Sr. Margaret Ann holds a 
Masters Degree in 
Religious Studies from the 
University of Dayton in 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Sr. Sylvia joined the 
Community from SS. Peter 
and Paul Church, Erie, Pa. 
Her ministry also took her 
to parish schools, then to 
retreat work and spiritual 
direction at Mount St. 
Macrina, the Jesuit Retreat 
Center in Clinton, Ohio and 
Ecclesia Center in Girard, 
Pa. She also worked on 
research, planning and 
development for the 
Community, served as 
motherhouse director, and 
councilor and director of 
grounds and facilities.  
Since 2007, Sr. Sylvia has 
served as an auditor in the 
tribunal of the Erie 
Diocese. Sr. Sylvia earned 
a Masters Degree in 
Christian Spirituality from 
Creighton University in 
Omaha, Nebr. 

A vocation from St. John 
the Baptist Church in 
Avella, Pa., Sr. Susan 
devoted 29 years in the 
parochial elementary 

schools around the 
Metropolia serving as 
teacher and principal. She 
taught at nearly every 
grade level from first 
through eighth. Following 
her years in the education 
apostolate, Sr. Susan went 
on to serve in Pastoral 
Ministry and as assistant 
director for the Office of 
Religious Education for the 
Parma Eparchy. Presently, 
Sr. Susan is on the staff of 
the newly-organized school 
at St. Gabriel’s Parish in 
Las Vegas, Nev. Sr. Susan 
holds a Masters Degree in 
Education from the 
University of Dayton in 
Dayton. Ohio. 

Sr. Barbara Jean entered 
the community from St. 
Nicholas Church, Roebling, 
N.J.  Also beginning in 
ministry as a teacher, she 
moved on to retreat work 
and spiritual direction at 
the Retreat Center.  In 
1989, Sister Barbara Jean 
was elected to the position 
of Vicar General in the 
General Administration of 

the Order in Rome, Italy. 
During this time, Sister 
traveled to all parts of the 
Order, especially working 
in formation with the young 
professed Sisters. At the 
same time, she carried out 
the duties of General 
Secretary for the Order. 
Sister Barbara Jean 
returned from Rome in 
2001 and currently serves 
as director of programs for 
the House of Prayer at 
Mount St. Macrina. Sister 
Barbara Jean earned a 
Masters Degree in 
Christian Spirituality from 
Creighton University in 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

Each Sister is in her own 
way remarkable and 
admirable, unique – yet 
united – grateful for all that 
has been and looking 
forward to serving Our Lord 
for many years. All present 
joined in heartily 
congratulating the 
Jubilarians and wishing 
them many more spiritually 
fruitful and happy years!   

 

On behalf of the Sisters of St. Basil, we wish 
you a blessed Thanksgiving and joyful 

Christmas season! 



C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y 

In Touch Volume 22, Issue 2 

Page 6 

 

 

 
79th Annual Pilgrimage in Honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help  



C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y 

In Touch Volume 22, Issue 2 

Page 7 

 

 

 
79th Annual Pilgrimage in Honor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help  



C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y           K C           M           Y 

and meticulous seamstress, 
most of Sr. Anastasia’s years 
of service were spent in the 
Vestment Department at the 
monastery; in fact, this was 
her ministry for almost 30 
years before she was admit-
ted to Mt. Macrina Manor in 
April of 2009. The years pre-
vious to 1980 would find her 
alternatively assigned to sup-
portive services at the Byzan-
tine Catholic Seminary or the 
Archbishop’s Residence in 
Pittsburgh and the Vestment 
Department in Uniontown. In 
the monastery, Sr. Anastasia 
is probably best known for 
her quiet and unassuming 
manner, her faithfulness to 
prayer and her love of her 
religious vocation. During her 
years at the Manor, she could 
be relied on for her compas-
sion with and prayer for 
those who brought their con-
cerns to her.  

Sr. Anastasia was preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
sister Helen Kozup and her 
brothers Charles, Nicholas, 
Andrew, John, Michael, and 
George. In addition to her 
Sisters in community, she is 
survived by her devoted sis-
ters Mary Pukatch and Eliza-
beth Popovich, and many 
nieces and nephews.  

The Funeral Divine Liturgy 
was celebrated by Metropoli-
tan Archbishop William C. 
Skurla on Tues., April 16. 
Interment followed in the 
Dormition Section of Mount 
Macrina Cemetery. 

  

Sister Ambrosia (Magdaline) 
Homa entered into eternal 
life very peacefully and quietly 
on the afternoon of July 9 at 
Mount Macrina Manor 
surrounded by the company 
and prayers of her Sisters in 
Christ. The daughter of the 
late George and Elizabeth 
(Curty) Homa, Sr. Ambrosia 
was born in Koritnan, 
Czechoslovakia.  She entered 
the Sisters of St. Basil from 
St. Mary Byzantine Catholic 
Church in Mahwah, N.J. on 
July 22, 1943.  Sr. Ambrosia 
pronounced her First Vows 
on Aug. 19, 1945 and made 
her Perpetual Profession on 
Aug. 19, 1951 in the presence 
of the late Rev. John Kocisko. 

Sr. Ambrosia filled her 
ministries with enthusiastic 
and loving service of the 
Lord.  As a young religious, 
Sister served in ministry at St. 
Nicholas Orphanage in 

Elmhurst, Pa., where she 
served as Prefect of Children.  
Many years were spent 
assisting the Sisters on 
missions in Pennsylvania and 
Ohio and in the monastery in 
Uniontown.  For 20 years Sr. 
Ambrosia helped with the 
care of the residents at St. 
Basil’s Home for Aged 
Women.  She also worked at 
the Byzantine Catholic 
Seminary in Pittsburgh.  In 
her later years, she used her 
talents to assist in the 
Vestment Department at the 
monastery in Uniontown. In 
her eighties, Sister devoted 
much time and effort assisting 
and accompanying her 
brother Father Joseph Homa 
during the last years of his life 
spent at Mount Macrina 
Manor. 

Sr. Ambrosia was preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
sisters Elizabeth Kuruc and 
Helen Pahule, and her 
brothers Rev. Joseph Homa, 
Michael Homa and George 
Homa.  In addition to her 
Sisters in community, she is 
survived by her nephew 
Ernest Kuruc, her niece 
Margaret (Pegi) Homa, and 
her cousin Dr. Robin Lucas.    

The Funeral Divine Liturgy 
was celebrated by 
Metropolitan Archbishop 
William C. Skurla on Fri., July 
12.  Entombment followed in 
the Resurrection Mausoleum 
of Mount St. Macrina 
Cemetery. 

Sister Anastasia Charnichko, OSBM  
Enters into new life during Paschal Season  
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uring one of the 

nichko peacefully gave her  

dOn Aprill 11, 
most beautiful times of the  
liturgical year, the Paschal sea-
son, Sister Anastasia (Julia) 
Char
life back to the Risen Savior.   

The daughter of the late Mi-
chael and Martha (Dobony) 
Charnichko, Sr. Anastasia was 
born in Georgetown, Pa. She 
entered the Sisters of St. Basil 
from St. John the Baptist Byz-
antine Catholic Church in 
Wilkes-Barre Township, Pa., 
on Mar. 28, 1946. Sr. Anasta-
sia pronounced her First 
Vows on Feb. 12, 1948 and 
made her Perpetual Profes-
sion on Aug. 28, 1953 in the 
presence of the late Bishop 
Daniel Ivancho. 

Sixty-seven of her 85 years of 
life were totally devoted to 
the service of the Lord in 
whatever work she was as-
signed to do.  As a talented 

Sister Ambrosia Homa, OSBM 
Enters into new life  

Sr. Anastasia Charnichko, OSBM Sr. Ambrosia Homa, OSBM 

In Memoriam  
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Sister Celestine (Margaret) 
Petruska winged her way to 
the Lord on Sept. 10, 2013.  

The daughter of the late Mi-
chael and Anna (Varhol) 
Petruska, Sr. Celestine was 
born in Lamberton, Pa. She 
entered the Sisters of St. Basil 
from St. John the Baptist Byz-
antine Catholic Church in 
Uniontown, Pa., on Jan. 26, 
1947. She pronounced her 
First Vows on Dec. 9, 1948 
and made her Perpetual Pro-
fession on Aug. 28, 1953 in 
the presence of the late Bish-
op Daniel Ivancho. 

Starting out as many in the 
community did, Sister served 
as teacher and principal for a 
number of years; then as 
Novice Directress and as a 
member of the Renewal 
Team. She then served first 

as Assistant Chancellor and 
then as Finance Officer in the 
Eparchy of Phoenix for 14 
years. She was assigned to St. 
Therese parish, St. Peters-
burg, Fla. where she worked 
as pastoral assistant until her 
return to the monastery in 
February 2011.   

Sr. Celestine enjoyed life to 
the fullest; she valued her 
religious vocation; she was 
faithful in all that was re-
quired of her as a Sister of St. 
Basil, and she shared her joy 
in life with her Sisters in com-
munity, her family and her 
friends. Never flagging in her 
interests, she took up violin 
lessons in the latter years of 
her life, and she was heard 
practicing on her violin the 
morning before she died in 
preparation for her violin 
lesson later in the day.   

Sr. Celestine was preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
brothers Michael, Joseph, 
John, Steve and George; and 
her sisters Anna and Mary. In 
addition to her Sisters in 
community, she is survived by 
her brother William, her  
sister Dorothy Petruska 
Medvitz and many nieces and 
nephews and their families. 
The Funeral Divine Liturgy 
was celebrated on Fri., Sept. 
13 Metropolitan Archbishop 
C. William Skurla. Interment 
followed in the Dormition 
Section of Mount Macrina Cemetery.  

Pre-Christmas Saturday 
Morning 

Sat., Dec. 7, 9:15 a.m. - 1 p.m.   

Presented by: Fr. Valerian Michlik 

Registration Due:  December 2 

Offering:  $30. Includes Lunch 

 

Pre-Christmas Sunday 

Afternoon  

Sun., Dec. 15. 1:15-5 p.m. 
Presented by:  Deacon Tim 
Corbett 

Registration Due:  December 10 

Offering:  $30. Includes Supper 

 
House of Prayer - Open 
House 

Sun., Dec. 29, 1-4 p.m. 
“All Are Welcome In This 
Place!” 

 

Book Discussion  
Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 17, 
24, 2014, 10-11:30 a.m. 

Presented by:  Sr. Barbara Jean 

Registration Due:  February 26 

Free Will Offering 

 

Sister Celestine Petruska, OSBM 
Youthful, energetic spirit was the hallmark of her life   
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Sr. Celestine Petruska, OSBM 

In Memoriam (Continued) Upcoming Programs - House of Prayer 

Scripture Weekend Retreat  
March 7-9, 7:30 p.m. Friday - 
1 p.m., Sunday 

Presented by: Fr. Daniel Forsythe 

Registration Due:  February 25 

Offering:  $140; Commuters: $115 

 

Lenten Saturday Morning 

March 15, 9:15 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Presented by: Fr. Frank Hanincik 

Registration Due: March 10 

Offering: $30. Includes Lunch 

 

Lenten Sunday Afternoon 

March 16, 1:15-5:00 p.m. 

Presented by: Sr. Carol Petrasovich 

Registration Due: March 11 

Offering: $30. Includes Supper 

 
Weekend Icon Writing 
Retreat April 4-6, 6 p.m., 
Fri.-4:00 p.m., Sun.  

Presented by: Marylyn Barone  

Registration Due: March 28  
Limit 20 persons. All supplies 
included.  

Offering: $225; Commuters: $200.  

House of Prayer - Mount Saint Macrina 
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has served the 
community well; 
however, the time 
has come to invest in 
a renovation plan.  
An increase in the 
demand for short 
term rehab services 
has caused the 
therapy department 
space to become 
inadequate.  Private 
rooms are becoming 
a more frequent 

expectation and are sometimes 
necessary for special treatment 
programs.   A more homelike 
dining experience would 
provide our residents with 
more options for mealtimes.  
We would also like to enhance 

Central 
Catholic High 
School, a boys’ 
school 
numbering 867 
students this 
year, is now Sr. 
Margaret Ann 
Andrako’s  
place of 
ministry.  It is 
located in the 
Oakland area of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
and staffed by 

the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools, more 
commonly known as the 
Christian Brothers.  

Sister Margaret Ann serves 

as an administrative assistant 
to the principal and her 
responsibilities are many 
and varied. Some of her 
duties are: maintaining and 
updating databases for the 
school, students, and 
diocesan reports; 
completing diocesan forms 
on educational matters; 
retaining school usage 
calendar for the principal 
and night maintenance 
personnel; keeping an up-to-
date listing of student data; 
serving as liaison for the 
Mothers Guild and 
preparing the Daily Bulletin 
for posting on the website. 
The “Bulletin” is a list of 
activities, meetings and 

compassionate care to long 
term rehabilitation residents.   
From a 54-bed facility, the 
Manor has expanded to offer 
services to 139 residents for 
whom the Manor is “home”.  

 Since its inception, the Manor 

Macrina Manor has been 
working with an architect for 
the past year to develop a 
design plan that will enhance 
services offered to their 
residents. Since 1971, our 
Manor has been offering 

Mount Macrina Manor Planning Renovations 

Sister Margaret Ann Enters Ministry at Central Catholic High School 
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ventures of the students and 
faculty. The above are in 
addition to the everyday 
office tasks of answering the 
phone/door, receiving 
visitors, assisting in office 
correspondence, and 
ensuring that office 
machines are in good order.   

“You can be sure that no 
two days are alike, but it is 
exciting and invigorating to 
be part of this prestigious 
and well-known high school 
in Pittsburgh”, said Sr. 
Margaret Ann.    

Visit the school’s website at: 
www.centralcatholichs.com. 

Brother Robert Schaefer, FSC &  

Sister Margaret Ann 

the Chapel area and create a 
new entrance.  Creating 
complications to the 
renovation vision, the original 
mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing systems all need to 
be replaced.  

As we progress with the 
architects, we will be able to 
forecast costs associated with 
particular areas of the 
renovation.  Potential donors 
will be able to create a lasting 
legacy by sponsoring a resident 
room or other area in honor 
or in memory of a loved one.  
As plans progress and the 
excitement builds, more 
information will be 
forthcoming. 
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marriages, children and 
grandchildren.  It was a time 
of rekindling the friendships 
started years ago. 
  
The alumnae held a planning 
meeting in the former 
Academy building and had the 
opportunity to visit with 
some of the sisters who were 
their teachers.  They 
participated in singing the 
Divine Liturgy for the 
intentions of the living and 
deceased students of the 
Academy.    

For the past six years I lived 
and worked in Rome, Italy.  
As the Vicar General of the 
Sisters of the Order of St. 
Basil the Great, I walked 
down the very same paths 

and prayed in the very same 
places that St. Peter and many 
of the martyrs and saints 
walked so many years ago.  It 
was an awe inspiring and hum-
bling time of learning and renewal. 

During these six years I visit-
ed many places where the 
saints lived – such as Assisi, 
the home of St. Francis; Cas-
cia, the home of St. Rita; and 
Stefano Rotundo, home of 
Padre Pio.  In addition to 
these, I also visited many holy 
places in Rome, including St. 
Prisca Church,  the site 
where St. Peter baptised St. 
Prisca and her family; St 
Clement Basilica, where St. 
Cyril is buried;  Tre Fontane 
where St. Paul died and of 
course St. Peter’s Basilica.  
The experience of this rich 
heritage gave me a new per-
spective of our Christian 
Faith and awareness that 
Rome is a city of martyrs. 

I had many opportunities  to 
witness the history of the 
past and to participate in the 

PA.  Approximately fifty-
seven alumni were in 
attendance.  Participants 
traveled from the 
Midwest and the East 
Coast for the October 
11-13 event. 
  
The former "day hops" 
and "boarders" shared 

many hours of fond 
memories about their high 
school days at the Mount --
  information about their 
advanced schooling, 
professional careers, 

Sister Carol Petrasovich, 
OSBM, Director of Mount St. 
Macrina House of Prayer and 
a graduate of the Academy, 
hosted the bi-annual reunion 
that took place in Uniontown, 

Graduates of Mount St. Macrina Academy Hold Reunion 

A New Mission:  From the Vatican to Vegas 
By Sr. Joanne Lickvar, OSBM 
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making of current history.  
This included the resignation 
of Pope Benedict,  the elec-
tion of Pope Francis and the 
canonization of many saints.   

Now, my new mission has 
sent me to Las Vegas, Nevada 
to teach second grade in Saint 
Gabriel Catholic School.  
Saint Gabriel opened last year 
with 17 students in grades K-
3.  This year there are 66 
students in grades K-4 and 
growing.   

Going from the Vatican to 
Las Vegas provides an oppor-
tunity to share these experi-
ences with the students of 
the school.  Sharing these 
experiences will be exciting 
and enriching for the stu-
dents.     

Another  highlight of the 
weekend was sitting around a 
glowing bonfire at the 
racetrack Saturday 
evening.   Everyone really 
enjoyed singing favorite songs 
of the past. 
  
The weekend closed with the 
singing of the beautiful alma 
mater song and joyous mutual 
commitments to attend the 
next reunion in 2015.  

(See group photos on page 12.) 
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Graduates of Mount St. Macrina Academy Hold Reunion 

Front Row: B. Patchan, N. Jubera Ellis, B. Bobak, M. Hudock Maresco,, B. 
Jubera Moricz, E. Lucas Skala, B. Harry Bergstrom, T. Magazine Bookshar, 
V. Machesky Borytsky, B. Baker Thomas. Second Row: C. Painley Sages, 
Sr. J. Kriss, A. Loncaric Esquela, Sr. M. Kapusnak, D. Seyko Jackson, M. 
Utlak Joswick, R. Toth Lewis, B. Smolak Takacs. Third Row: M. C. Timo 
Silvestri, B. Chemsak Kolodziej, Rose Sulich Scofield, D. Laughery Dominick, 
B. Blair Bowman, S. Valentine Mangello, A. Dvorchak Thurman, H. M. 
Dzuryachko Keiser, A. J. Loya Petty. Top Row: M.A. Thomas Skowron; G. 
Pozonsky Rhoads, B. Loya Karoffa, M. Kisha Pendzick, E. Hovanec,, Sr. C. 
Petrasovich, M. Dvorchak Lipnicky. 

Front Row: R. Sefcheck, K Sefcheck, J. Lazarz Todaro, K. Pechunka Rohall, 
M. Lazarz Martoncik, R. Magazine Golembiewski, Sr. M. A. Andrako, P. 
Zavislan Anthony, M. Franks Kletcho. 
Back Row: J. Krzton Baron, M. Furman Bradley, L. Franczyk Cole, A. 
Klepec Bell, J. Ferens Cuneo, B. Blair Bowman, V. Macosko McCarthy, M. K. 
Marsinek Stiver. 
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