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Newly installed Metropolitan Archbishop William C. Skurla

celebrates Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on Sunday at the Pilgrimage.

The Sisters of St. Basil the
Great welcomed pilgrims
from across the United States
to the 78th Annual Pilgrimage
in Honor of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help.

The Pilgrimage, which was
held on Sept. | & 2 at Mount
St. Macrina, featured an array
of activities for children and
teens, adult enrichment
sessions, beautiful
processions and Divine
Liturgies.

This year’s theme, Theotokos,
Guide on the Journey of Life, was
a fitting expression for the
Pilgrimage, as pilgrims look
to Mary to guide them on the
right path, the path to the
Source of Life, her Divine Son.

During her closing remarks,
Provincial Sister Seraphim
Olsafsky, OSBM, said, “We
make Pilgrimages because our
hearts are filled with longing —
longings to love and be loved,
longings to be treated with

dignity, and to live in peace
and justice. We travel on
Pilgrimage because our
unsettled hearts are in search
of the Holy One who alone
can bring us the complete
fulfillment of all our desires.”

Sister thanked all who
attended and wished them a
safe coming year.

See our Pilgrimage photo album
on pages 4-5.
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A Message from Sister Seraphim

Autumn 2012

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Dear Friends,

Each week we Sisters receive calls and letters requesting us to pray for those suffering illnesses, undergo-
ing job losses, struggling through painful family situations, or enduring turmoil in their personal lives or
those of their loved ones. We very seriously honor these prayer requests in our Liturgical cycle of Matins
and Vespers, our personal prayer, and through regularly scheduled Liturgies for those requesting prayers,
and for our benefactors. Throughout the year we have visitors and friends coming to the Mount seeking
solace and peace and conveying their thanks for our making “this sacred place possible”. The season of
Pilgrimage always brings requests, personally or through the mail- expressing the hope that the Sisters will
“always sponsor the Pilgrimage”.

Last week Sister Susan Harvey began a new ministry at St. Gabriel Catholic School in Las Vegas, Nevada.
This is a particularly joyful event. A new school has opened in an area where Sisters are neither present
nor visible. Father Marcus Gomori, the Pastor at St. Gabriel’s had frequently requested that the Sisters of
St. Basil come to Las Vegas even while understanding that few Sisters are available to answer such a call.
His faith and his gentle persistence in requesting “Sisters” resulted in a “little miracle” in that Sister Susan
became available and willing to take up this call.

Sisters are becoming increasingly non-present in many areas as vocations to the consecrated way of life
are dwindling. We Sisters at Mount Macrina are not an exception. We pray that women who are hear-
ing the quiet whisper of the Lord calling them to Himself will put “aside all earthly cares”, and will coura-
geously respond to the mystery of His call with a generous heart.

Without women answering the mysterious call of the Holy One, it will become increasingly difficult to
continue to maintain Mount St. Macrina as a unifying place of peace and prayer for our Church in the com-
ing years. Without vocations, what will the future hold for our sacred tradition of Pilgrimage? Without
vocations, how will the Sisters be able to respond to the call to further the mission of God’s holy Church?

| firmly believe that the Lord God is always calling some persons to a life of consecrated service. Some of
these women are in your families. Some are known to you in your workplace, your neighborhoods, and
your home Parishes. Perhaps you are being called to gently put the question to one such woman you
believe in your heart to have a vocation to be a Sister of St. Basil. Perhaps one of you reading this feels a
stirring within your own heart.

We continue to hold you in prayer. We ask that you not only remember us, but also those who are hear-
ing the gentle knocking of the Lord upon the door of their hearts.

In the love of the Lord Jesus,

ot s 82

Sister Seraphim Olsafsky, OSBM

Provincial
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DASILIANSISTERS CELEBRATE

Smiling with joy, Golden Jubilarians Sister Ruth and Sister Elizabeth Jane (center) are pictured with
their Candlebearers Sister Jean Marie (left) and Sister Janet (right), Provincial Sister Seraphim and
Crossbearer Sister Agnes. Rev. Joseph Borodach (left) and Rev. Regis Dusecina (right)
concelebrated the Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving.

“There is cause for rejoicing
here.” This sentence in the first
letter of St. Peter to the
Christian community aptly
describes the celebration of
jubilees and anniversaries in the
lives of the Sisters of St. Basil at
Uniontown, Pa. This year
marked the Golden Jubilees of
Sister Ruth Plante, OSBM and
Sister Elizabeth Jane Tepley,
OSBM. Sun., Aug. 5th, the
prefestive day of the Feast of the
Transfiguration, was chosen to
mark their anniversary of
entrance into the religious life.

Sister Ruth entered the
community from St. John the
Baptist Church, now located in

Trumbull, Conn. Like many of
the Sisters, Sister Ruth served as
teacher and principal for a
number of years. She then
served in administration as a
Councilor before being elected
as Provincial for two terms. In
addition to serving on the
Provincial Council in the current
administration, much of Sister
Ruth’s energy and ministry is
focused on managing the
Religious Gift Shop at the
Mount.

Sister Elizabeth Jane came to the
community from St. Mary’s
Church in Trauger, Pa. After
devoting her energies for over
thirty years to teaching, Sister

JUBILEES, ANNIVERSARIES

Elizabeth Jane moved on to parish
ministry at St. John the Baptist
Church in Uniontown, Pa, a
ministry which was very special to
her. Presently, Sister Elizabeth
Jane devotes her time and talent
to the Card Shop and Prayer
Ministry at the monastery.

The 60th, 70th and 75th
Anniversaries of the following
Sisters were celebrated on July 24
during Community Days.

Sister Dolores Ann Vanischak and
Sister Valeria Evanyo celebrated
60 years as Sisters of St. Basil.
Sister Dolores Ann joined the
Community from SS. Peter & Paul
Church, Braddock, Pa. Since

Sister Dolores Ann (seated) and Sister Valeria wear their 60 years as
Sisters of St. Basil well. They are pictured with their Candlebearers
Sister Margaret and Sister Alphonsa.

1984, she has been in charge of
the Monastery Library. Sister
Dolores Ann also is very active in
the Fayette County Chapter of
the Multiple Sclerosis Society and
has served alternately as the
Society’s president and secretary
for many years. Sister Valeria is a
former member of St. John the
Baptist Church, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Following her assignments in
teaching, Sister Valeria worked at
the Vatican in the Secretariat of
State and at the Generalate in
Rome. Later, she served in the
Eparchy of Parma as secretary to
the late Archbishop Basil Schott.
Currently. Sister Valeria serves

(Continued on page 7)
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DASILIANSISTERS CELEBRATE. (Continued from page 3)

Sister Ruth and Sister Elizabeth Jane renew their pledge of fidelity to the Gospel
Way of Life in community just before receiving the Holy Eucharist.

as receptionist at the
Archieparchial Offices in
Pittsburgh.

Celebrating their 70th and 75th
Anniversaries respectively were
Sister Maria Petruska and Sister
Martha Dzura. Sister Maria
entered the community from St.
Mary’s Parish in Mahanoy City,
Pa. Sister Maria taught at the
elementary, high school and
college levels both within the
Pittsburgh Metropolitan Province
and abroad in Palestine, Guam,
Japan and Tanzania. Upon her
return home, she tutored for the
Intermediate Unit | Adult
Learning Center in Uniontown.
Sister Maria presently resides at
the monastery. Sister Martha
Dzura hails from the Greenfield
section of Pittsburgh, attending

St. Mary’s (Nativity) Church
before entering the community.
Sister Martha’s teaching career
spanned more than a half-
century. Since she sometimes
returned to a school where she
had taught previously, Sister
Martha often taught the children
and/or grandchildren of her
earlier students. Presently, she is
a resident at Mount Macrina
Manor.

Without question, all of these
Sisters have lived out and
continue to live out their
religious commitment with
generosity and enthusiasm. We
offer to all our warmest
congratulations!

Encounter 2012 Eastern Catholic Churches

Sunday Matins with Divine Liturgy at St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic
Cathedral; Bishop John Kudrick

in the Cleveland, Ohio area. The Encounter was titled
"Together in Christ." It involved a unique weekend
conference embracing the entire Church family - bishops,
clergy, religious and laity - who, through baptism, 'share
in the priestly, prophetic and royal office of Christ.’

Sister Margaret Ann Andrako, OSBM was a member of
the Mid-West Regional Committee. Provincial Superior,
Sister Seraphim Olsafsky, Sister Elizabeth Jane Tepley and
Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchick traveled from Mount St.
Macrina to share in the program. Sisters Leocadia and
Bernarda Sevachko attended from Youngstown. Several
Basilian Associates were also in attendance: Rita Basalla,
Chris Bratnick, Marcia Harrer, John and Pat Keblesh, and

Sarah Krivonik. Associate Dr. Barbara Lutz was on the

Executive Committee and played a large role in the
preparation of Encounter 2012.

The Sisters of St. Basil the Great of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Province recently participated in the Mid-West
Conference of the Eastern Catholic Churches Encounter 2012

The Encounter continues in the Eastern Region in
October at St. Mary's Byzantine Church complex in

(Continued on page 7)
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The House of Prayer has
announced upcoming programs
for Fall 2012. For further
information, please call 724-438-
7149.

Busy Women’s Morning
Retreat

Nov. 10 —9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Presented by Janet Escobedo
Registration due: Nov. 5.
Offering: $15, includes lunch.

Egg Etching Retreat

Nov. 17, 10 am. — 4 p.m.
Presented by Sr. Rita Keshock,
OSBM

Registration due: Nov. 10.
Offering: $40, includes lunch.

Pre-Christmas Day

Dec. 8, I0am. - | p.m.
Presented by James Hess O. Carm.
Registration due: Dec. 3.
Offering: $25, includes lunch.

Pre-Christmas Day

Dec. 9, I:15 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Presented by Sandra Collins, Ph.D.
Registration due: Dec. 4.
Offering: $25, includes supper.

Volume 21, Issue 2

uPcoming Frograms——Housc of Fragcr

Young Adults Weekend
Feb. 22-24, 2013 — (7:00 p.m,,
Friday — 1:00 p.m., Sunday)
Presented by Sr. Barbara |.
Mihalchick, OSBM & Team
Ages: 18-35 years of age
Registration due: Feb. 15, 2013
Offering: $100

Busy Women’s Retreat
Feb. 28,2013

(Presenter to be announced)
9:30 am. — 12:30 p.m.
Registration due: Feb. 23, 2013
Offering: $15, lunch included

Lenten Day of Prayer

Mar. 2, 2013

Presented by Deacon Dennis
Prestash

9:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Registration due: Feb. 25, 2013
Offering: $25, lunch included

Lenten Day of Prayer

Mar. 3,2013

Presented by: Rev. Valerian Michlik
1:15-4:30 p.m.

Registration due: Feb. 26, 2013
Offering: $25, supper included

Lenten Book Series

Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26,2013

10:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.
Registration due: Mar. 1, 2013
Free will offering

Women’s Discernment
Retreat

April 5-7, 2013 (7:00 p.m., Friday
— 1:00 p.m., Sunday)

Presented by Sr. Barbara Jean
Mihalchick, OSBM

Registration due: Mar. 27, 2013

Healing Retreat

April 13,2013

Presented by Rev. William Kiel
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Registration due: April 9
Offering: $35, lunch included

The Sisters ask that anyone
interested to please register
early. Early registration helps to
avoid the cancellation of
programs. To register for any of
the above programs, contact the
House of Prayer at 724-438-7149.

Encounter 2012 (Continued)

Hillsborough, NJ. Sisters Theodosia Alishofski and Regina

Adams will attend in this region. In the West, the Encounter will

be held in the Los Angeles area the first weekend of

November. Sister Jean Marie Cihota of Phoenix, Arizona serves

on the Western Regional Committee. Sisters Christopher
Malcovsky, Alphonsa Danovich and Melita Marie Penchalk,

also serving in Phoenix, will participate.

Sister Jean Marie researched information and published a
booklet, "Communities of Women Religious in the Eastern
Catholic Churches, USA" which was distributed to Encounter
participants in all locations. It provides an overview of 22
religious communities across the country.

Deacon Sabatino
Carnazzo, one of
the main
speakers, chats
with Sister
Margaret Ann and
Sister Elizabeth
Jane dfter the
conference.
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Please consider becoming a Member of the

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Prayer League

Spiritual benefits:

* A Divine Liturgy offered monthly for the members
of the League

* A Divine Liturgy offered for the intentions of the
living members of the League during the annual
Pilgrimage

* A Divine Liturgy offered for the deceased
members of the League during the post-festive time
of the feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God

* A share in the prayers and good works of the
Sisters.

* A copy of the prayer book, Mary, Full of Grace, Our
Hope

For a free brochure, please call the Sisters at 724-
438-8644.

Membership Enroliment

To join Prayer League, please complete the following and
return to the address below:

Name:

Address;

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

Membership Enroliment Donation: $35.00

Sisters of the Order of St Basil the Great
Mount St Macrina, 500 West Main Street, PO Box 878
Uniontown PA 15401-0878 Phone: 724-438-8644
www.sistersofstbasil.org



